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question of the same kind with China, and in addition there
is uncertainty with regard to the aims and ambitions of
Germany. Commercial and industrial development and what
we are pleased to call Western civilisation as applied to
Eastern countries, now threatens to react on Australia, one of
the children of the West, and to load it with the burden of
militarism which is sucking the life-blood of European
countries.

For some time past Australia has been making tentative
experiments in the way of the military training of its people
and it has made a beginning with a navy of its own; but
now a great scheme of universal compulsory military service
is proposed on lines somewhat similar to that of Switzerland,
so that attacks may be resisted from whatever quarter they
may come. The proposal does not amount to conscription
as understood on the Continent of Europe, because it does
not interfere with working hours, the hours fixed for
military service being outside ordinary working hours. It is
stated that there are 800,000 Australians of military age, and
that 27,000 males physically fit reach the age of 18 every
year. In eight years the new system is expected to supply
214,000 men, fairly trained, physically fit for war, properly
equipped and organised in self-contained brigades for use as
a field force, or in similarly complete units for garrison defence
at important localities. Arrangements are also being made
for the creation of a small-arms factory and a cordite factory,
and it is intended to make Australia self-contained so far as
rifles and ammunition are concerned.

Somewhat elaborate proposals are being made for an
Australian navy, but, unless care be taken, any attempt at
individualism on the part of the British Colonies may lead
to a very large expenditure on what may be practically com-
peting navies. For some time past the settled policy of the
British Admiralty has been to concentrate our naval forces
on a few bases, and no longer to scatter small squadrons over
all the oceans. Since the Anglo-Japanese Alliance was
entered into, our battleships have been withdrawn from the